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service: things like this are the subjects for the best art, in
such subjects there is hope surely, yet the aspect of them is
likely to be sorrowful enough: defeat the seed of victory,-
and death, the seed of life, will be shown on the face of
most of them.
Take note, too, that in the best art all these solemn and
awful things are expressed clearly and without any vague-
ness, with such life and power that they impress the beholder
so deeply that he is brought face to face with the very scenes,
and lives among them for a time; so raising his life above
the daily tangle of small things that wearies him, to the
level of the heroism which they represent.
This is the best art; and who can deny that it is good for
us all that it should be at hand to stir our emotions: yet its
very greatness makes it a thing to be handled carefully, for
we cannot always be having our emotions deeply stirred:
that wearies us body and soul; and man, an animal that
longs for rest like other animals, defends himself against
the weariness by hardening his heart, and refusing to be
moved every hour of the day by tragic emotions5 nay,
even by beauty that claims his attention over-much.
Such callousness is bad, both for the arts and our own
selves 5 and therefore it is not so good to have the best art
for ever under our eyes, though it is abundantly good that
we should be able to get at it from time to time.
Meantime, I cannot allow that it is good for any hour
of the day to be wholly stripped of life and beauty; there-
fore we must provide ourselves with lesser (I will not say
worse) art with which to surround our common workaday
or restful times; and for those times, I think, it will be enough
for us to clothe our daily and domestic walls with ornament